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Marginalized in the headlines, major in society
Violence against women is huge problem in European lives

November 25th was the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women and we have read se-

veral press releases from different civil society organization. Yesterday. Many organizations, not least the United 

Nations, have tried over the years to raise awareness about the problem that violence against women creates 

for societies. After all already in 1999 did the General Assembly of the UN designate the 25th of November to 

be this special day. 

“Also many of our members have used this day over the years to raise awareness,” says Andrea Lavesson, the 

President of Active – sobriety, friendship and peace. “However, we have to be honest and face the fact that vio-

lence against women doesn’t make it into the headlines. Individual cases might make it into tabloids but media 

coverage of this paramount societal problem is non-existent.”

As a matter of fact, almost 25% of all women in Europe have experienced physical violence at least once during 

their adult lives. More than one-tenth of European girls and women have suffered sexual abuse.

“Violence against women is a tremendous violation of Human Rights and it happens every day out there in 

Europe, in homes, schools, back yards, public places. We have to face the truth that Europe still is a developing 

continent when it comes to the elimination of violence against women and the factual equality of women in so-

ciety,” says Andrea Lavesson. Violence against women is a complex problem. For example in the United Kingdom 

approximately 230 women are raped in one day while at the same time only 800 rapists are convicted in one 

year. “This is an example that helps to assess the complexity of the issue and ways forward to actually eliminate 

violence against women”, says Kristina Sperkova, Secretary-General of Active, who recently wrote a booklet 

about the connection of alcohol and violence, called “Alcohol culture in gender zoom”. She explains: “One third 

of the rapists are intoxicated with alcohol. Up to two thirds of all sexual assaults can be linked to alcohol. Other 

figures speak a clear language as well: 71% of domestic violence cases in Ireland and Iceland are linked to alcohol 

and in 43% of severe physical abuse cases by men alcohol is involved.”

According to a survey conducted within the EU Program DAPHNE, 95% of Europeans consider alcohol to be a key 

factor behind violence against women. Reacting to these numbers Andrea Lavesson concludes that “we need 

to keep this issue on the agenda 365 days of the year, not only on November 25th. Moreover, raising awareness 

is not enough anymore, not after 11 years of the commemoration of this important day. What we now need in 

Europe is concerted action by all relevant institutions and political will to cut the total consumption of alcohol 

in European societies. This will surely ease the suffering of women. We also need better enforcement to convict 

rapists and protect women. And we need to allocate resources to provide for the needs of especially vulnerable 

groups. Violence against women is a disaster in

many ways, the role alcohol plays is clear and 

that demands strong action from decision 

makers. Next year, we want to see progress.”


