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	.…
	News from EUROCARE 


· EUROCARE’s position on the Commission’s proposal on labelling

This is Eurocare’s reaction to the European Commission’s proposal on the provision of food information to consumers that is currently being debated in the European Parliament. 

Eurocare strongly believes all alcoholic beverages should be required to state on their labels: their ingredients, any substances with allergenic effect, relevant nutrition information (i.e. energy value) as well as the total grams of pure alcohol pr 100 ml or units. Providing this information on alcohol labels would allow consumers to make informed choices about their alcohol consumption.  

Ingredient disclosures would allow consumers to assess the quality of the product, and more importantly, help those with known allergies or intolerances to avoid potentially dangerous physical reactions.

Furthermore, consumers are generally not aware of the potential contribution of alcoholic beverages to their calorie intake. Consumption of alcoholic beverages contributes an important amount of calories to the consumers’ diet; these calories are derived not only from the alcohol itself (i.e. ethanol), with 7.1 kcal/g, but also from the other ingredients in the beverage. For example, a small 150 ml glass of white wine can contain 150 to 170 kcal. This means that a large pub glass of wine which is commonly 250 ml would hold as many calories as a light lunch. 

Requiring all alcoholic beverages to provide this information is in line with the EU Institutions’ obligations under the EC Treaty (Articles 95[i] and 153[ii] ) to protect the health and safety of consumers and to promote the right to information within their respective powers. 
Read the full text of Eurocare’s policy statement 

Background information 
On January 30th, the European Commission adopted a proposal on the provision of food information to consumers. Under the proposal, foodstuffs are required to list the ingredients and to display key nutritional information on the front of the package (including energy value, the amounts of fat, saturates, carbohydrates with specific references to sugars and salt). General requirements on how nutrition information should be displayed on food labels are also set out. The proposal does however exempt wine, beer and spirits from the requirement to list the ingredients (art. 20) and to provide for a nutrition declaration (art. 29.1) that apply to the rest of foodstuffs. Only those alcoholic beverages that fall out of the three categories, (e.g. alcopops) will have to provide information on their ingredients and nutrient content on the front of the bottle. 

Allergens: Food containing allergenic substances (such as peanuts, milk, mustard or fish) must be labelled or the presence of the allergen must be clearly indicated in another way. Fish gelatine or Isinglass used as fining agent in beer and wine are exempted from the labeling requirement and so they are whey, cereals and nuts used for making distillates or ethyl alcohol of agricultural origin for spirit drinks and other beverages containing more than 1,2 % by volume of alcohol. 

Alcoholic strength: the proposal establishes that the actual alcoholic strength by volume of beverages containing more than 1,2 % by volume of alcohol shall be indicated by a figure to not more than one decimal place. It shall be followed by the symbol ‘% vol.’ and may be preceded by the word ‘alcohol’ or the abbreviation ‘alc’. 

The directive will have to be adopted by co-decision procedure which means that both the Council of the European Union and the European Parliament need to agree on an identical text before the proposal can become law. 

The Committee within the Parliament responsible for drafting the report is the Committee for Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI). The Committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO) will give its opinion. Last 24 June there was an initial exchange of views without document in both committees. The rapporteur is organising a public hearing on the 28th of August. She also announced that that she did not plan to draft her report until mid September and it was unlikely to be translated until early October, which made the deadline for amendments (scheduled for 4 October 2008) a bit tight and it may need to be extended. The vote in the ENVI Committee is scheduled for December. The plenary of the Parliament will vote on the proposal in March/April.     
· Alcohol researchers express their concern about industry’s research related activities: The Clarion Declaration 
An international group of alcohol policy researchers and public health and NGO experts met in Dublin, 15-16 May 2008, to discuss the positioning of science, knowledge and policy in relation to the alcohol industry.

The meeting agreed that there is an inherent incompatibility between protecting the public from the

harm done by alcohol and the alcohol industry’s requirement to maximize profit by promoting the sale and consumption of its products. To protect the integrity and legitimacy of alcohol research, and the reputation of academic institutions, the meeting concluded that, in the field of alcohol research, no funding relationships with the alcohol industry should be entered into.

The meeting noted that the alcohol industry is a powerful multinational business complex that includes the producers of beer, wine and distilled spirits, as well as large networks of distributors, wholesalers and related organizations; trade associations, which are involved in information dissemination, collection of industry statistics, research and development activities, legislative and regulatory lobbying, information and education programmes, media relations, marketing, and scientific research; and social aspects organizations which are funded by the alcohol beverage industry to manage issues from the industry’s point of view.

The meeting expressed considerable concern about the involvement of the alcoholic beverage industry in activities that impinge on alcohol research. The industry's research-related activities often question or compete with social policy or public health views about alcohol problems and related policy options, particularly the need for effective strategies to prevent alcohol problems. Industry-supported research activities are used to enhance a false perception of corporate citizenship and thus gain political legitimacy for the industry. Industry involvement in research is therefore an efficient way for the industry to influence politics in ways that are favourable to the industry's commercial interests.

More generally, a growing number of studies have shown that conflicts of interests in health research are associated with biased research findings that favour commercial interests at the expense of public health.

There is evidence from the tobacco, pharmaceutical and medical fields that financial interests of researchers may compromise their professional judgement and lead to results that are favourable to commercial interests. Not only does this compromise scientific integrity, it also decreases public trust in research. The meeting heard increasing evidence that the same applies to alcohol research.

Alcohol research plays an important role in the development of alcohol policy. In part this is because a major consequence of alcohol research is to bring to the public and decision-makers’ attention the harms associated with alcohol. A second important element is the research which provides input to the development of effective approaches to reduce alcohol-related harm and their evaluation.

The meeting noted that alcohol industries have an overriding requirement to maximize profit for their shareholders. Therefore, they have a vested interest that the knowledge of the harm done by alcohol is not generated, is not brought to the public and decision-makers’ attention, and does not becomes the basis for effective public health policies, if there is any risk that to do so may impact negatively on the industry's profits. The methods for undermining research and for preventing research results from coming to the attention of the public and decision-makers are well established, and include: 1) attacking the scientific integrity of researchers who produce the research; 2) paying other scientists to attack the research; 3) attempting to stop or reduce funding for researchers who produce the research; 4) promoting a disproportionate research effort in areas which do not generate any information about the harm done by alcohol, or which promote ineffective ways of dealing with the harm, so that dealing with such harm will not threaten profits; and 5) using credibility from being involved in funding research to amplify their ability to undertake the previous methods.

	.…
	News from the European Union 


· Commission’s proposal on Labelling at the European Parliament: 1st debates and public hearings


Committee responsible: ENVI Committee 

Rapporteur: Renate Sommer (EPP-ED, DE)

Timetable: 

· August 28: Public hearing organised by the rapporteur.
· Early October: report ready
· October 15: deadline for tabling amendments (tbc)
· December: vote in ENVI
· March/April: vote in plenary session    
11 June 2008. Public Hearing on labeling organised by the ALDE Group of the European Parliament 

The ALDE Group held a public hearing on using food labelling in the fight against obesity.  Speakers discussed this issue, looked at different types of food labelling schemes and the impact that the proposed legislation will have on retailers and the industry.

Magor Imri Csibi (ALDE, RO), the shadow rapporteur for the liberals in the IMCO committee, opened the hearing stating that its objectives were to examine how to better use labelling to combat obesity.  He stated that there were people representing from across the board the industry, consumers, retailers and the commission.


The representative of the Commission, Basil Mathioudakis (head of unit on food law, nutrition and labelling) explained that the discussion on alcohol labels had been going on for the last 20 years. He stated that it was the intention of his service to have some sort of labelling on alcoholic beverages. He acknowledged the particularities of the sector and that work needed to be done on the kind of information consumers want / need to see on the labels of alcoholic beverages. He added that the Commission would come back to this issue in 5 years time. 
 
Kees de Winter, food policy adviser at the European Consumers’ Organisation (BEUC) called for labelling of alcoholic drinks. 
Eurocare’s representative was disappointed that alcohol was exempt, and considered that a list of ingredients was very important, not only because it would enable consumers to assess the quality of the product, but because this kind of information is of great importance for allergy sufferers.  She also highlighted that the high caloric value of alcoholic beverages justified the need for providing this information on the labels. Finally, she  pointed out that the deadline provided in the text of the proposal (i.e. that the Commission shall produce a report concerning the application of the rules for labeling ingredients and nutrition information on alcoholic beverages after “five years of the entry into force of this Regulation” ) seemed rather odd as a deadline and that effectively they had avoided fixing a deadline.

De Winter stated his support for the inclusion of alcohol and suggested BEUC was willing to lobby on this issue. 


Mathioudakis pointed out that the exemption only applied to beer, wine and spirits, whereas mixed alcoholic beverages, like alcopops are part of the proposal. He explained that the Commission wanted to introduce labels on all alcoholic beverages; three previous attempts had consistently faced stern opposition from the Council, and as a result, had halted any further attempts on the part of the Commission. 

Scibi wound up the debate stating that discussion was just a first step; the role of the EP, he highlighted, is to listen to the citizens and formulate meaningful messages for citizens.  He understood that obesity was complex and that labelling could not be expected to be a panacea.  He argued that there was a need for education, clearer labelling and more physical activity. He stressed the main focus should remain the consumer; however, it should also be ensured that the industry was not overburdened. 

24 June 2008. Exchange of views on Food information to consumers in the ENVI Committee 
  
The ENVI Committee had a long first discussion on the issue, which illustrated the difficulties involved in reaching an agreement. The rapporteur Ms. Sommer (EPP-ED, DE) stressed she had more questions than answers at this stage, and that many issues needed further consultations. She did not plan to draft her report until mid September, and was unlikely to be translated until early October; this could incur a tight deadline for amendments, which may have to be extended.

She said that the new regulation was intended to simplify the existing rules and cut red tape and that she did not feel the proposal lived up to these objectives. 


Corbey (Shadow rapporteur for the Socialists) (NL):
· welcomed the fact Sommer seemed to be open and still asking questions – this was a complicated proposal 
· alcohol should not be exempted 

Csibi (ALDE, RO) (Shadow rapporteur for the liberals in the IMCO Committee):

· consumers must be able to make healthy choices, but not at the expense of burdening the industry

· ALDE hearing organized with Mr Jules Maaten (ALDE shadow but absent) had concluded that a mandatory labelling and a common system were necessary

· Label per serving rather than per 100g 

· 3mm could be burdensome and bureaucratic, but  minimum requirements should be in place

· No system will work without education of the public 

· If this applies to alcohol, then should apply to all alcoholic beverages,  or risk of  sending the wrong message 

Roth Behrendt (PES, DE):

· unlikely to reach a  first reading agreement given divergent views; this is likely to end up in the next Parliament 

· Allergies need to be considered 

· Alcohol not a priority for me 

· Don’t try and tell MS to use colour coding or size etc or we will never get their support 


Doyle (EPP-ED, IE):

· portions easier to understand than 100g 

· If alcohol included, then it must be all of them – and why is cider not grouped with wine/beer etc? 


Willmott (PES, UK): 

· education on nutrition is key, to prevent curable diseases 

· Agreed portion size better than 100g 


Bowis (EPP-ED, UK)

· agree portions not 100g but portion sizes do differ 

· agree with Doyle why cider left out – it is  alcopops that should be treated differently 


Myller (PES, FI):

· diabetes of growing concern and  sufferers need information 

· need ability to compare products – 100g would allow this whereas portion size would need to be defined 

· all alcohol should carry energy content on label 


Poudelet (DG SANCO)

· legibility is  key and we are stringent on need for 3mm size – some labels in a large number of languages and question of space 

· portion vs 100g – we just want something comparable and might be complicated to agree on portions for different age groups 

· alcohol is a problem because of the alcohol not the sugar and labeling won’t deal with underage drinking etc 


Sommer in conclusion
· suggested Commission  officials go shopping to see how unrealistic 3mm is
· alcohol: a problem for SMEs to label every product – how can a small wine producer label a wine that’s changing every year? 

· National exemptions – subsidiarity vs harmonization – this is a real problem and there is a need for more discussion

25 June 2008. Exchange of views on a draft opinion on Food information to consumers in IMCO Committee (Internal market and consumer protection)

Draftsperson: Bernadette Vergnaud (PES, FR)

On the issue of alcohol, the draftsman noted she felt this was confused, and believed that all alcoholic beverages should be covered by the proposal.

Heaton Harris (EPP-ED, UK) (Shadow rapporteur) pointed out that some alcoholic beverages were covered by the proposal, and others not.  He expected this to be a major point of discussion.

Csibi (ALDE, RO) (Shadow rapporteur) supported the concept of a better informed consumer, but not at the cost of overburdening industry. On the issue of alcohol, he believed one should include all or none, and  favoured the former option.

Roithova (EPP-ED, CZ) noted that she would like to see a hearing on the issue so as to be better informed.  On the issue of allergens, her medical background came to the fore as she argued for the maximum standards of labelling.

Schwab (EPP-ED, DE) On the issue of alcoholic beverages, he did not believe these should be viewed as food products and would envisage them excluded from the proposal.

Pietikanen (EPP-ED, FI) he believed that all alcoholic beverages should be excluded from the proposal.

Habour (EPP-ED, UK) agreed that people wanted more information regarding ingredients, but that this was too much information to provide on the label.  To this end, he supported the idea of contact phone numbers or websites, to which consumer can refer to in order to obtain this information.

The Commission spokesman noted that overall he was pleased with the comments.  He pointed out that the situation on alcohol was as a result of a compromise within the Commission, and that the situation would be reviewed in 5 years time.  

On the issue of further information provided by internet or over the phone, he did not feel this was appropriate since not all citizens had access to these.

The draftsman concluded that a hearing would be a good idea.

· Draft 18-month programme of the Council, prepared by the future French, Czech and Swedish Presidencies

13 June 2008. Health promotion and disease prevention is at the core of public health policy in Europe. In the context of the implementation of the Community strategy for reducing alcohol related harm and the continued action against smoking increased attention will be paid to alcohol consumption and use of tobacco products by children and adolescents.

See here the draft 18-month programme of the Council

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st10/st10684.en08.pdf
· ETSC publishes 2nd Road Safety PIN Report

23 June 2008. The EU has set itself the ambitious target of reducing the yearly number of road deaths by 50% between 2001 and 2010. The European Transport Safety Council has just published its 2nd PIN Report that shows how countries have progressed in reducing road deaths between 2001 and 2007. 

Comparison of developments up to 2007 shows that France (43%), Portugal (42%) and Luxembourg (38%) have progressed best over the past six years. If these three countries maintain their efforts they will reach the target ahead of 2010. Belgium, Germany and Switzerland have also reduced their road death toll considerably since 2001 and may halve the number of road deaths by 2013. While the first four countries have a medium level of safety, Germany and Switzerland have been frontrunners in Europe for some time. This confirms that fast progress in road safety is possible for all countries, whatever their starting point. 
Other countries have progressed to a lesser extent. In Romania, Slovenia, Lithuania, Slovakia and Poland, the number of road deaths was higher in 2007 than in 2001.

For the first time since 2001, 2007 saw no reduction in the total number of road deaths in the EU. If current trends continue, the European Union will only reach its target in 2018. Strong leadership is needed to bring about renewed efforts ahead of 2010 and make up for lost time.

The frontrunners...

France has made exemplary progress since 2001 in reducing deaths on its roads and is not letting up the pressure either. Between 2001 and 2007 the number of road deaths has dropped by 43%. Alongside political will from the highest level came a new “Zero Tolerance” of speeding offences and the introduction of a fully automated speed management system. Following on from the French government’s previous policy to “fight against road violence” earlier this year President Sarkozy proposed a whole raft of new and forward thinking measures to tackle deaths on the roads. For combating drink driving this includes the introduction of alcolock rehabilitation programmes and alcolocks in all school buses. 

In Luxembourg, in 2004, the new elected government made road safety one of its top priorities. Transport Minister Lucien Lux has since initiated numerous measures, including important changes to the Traffic Law. Since 1 October 2007, Luxembourg has a legal blood alcohol content (BAC) of 0.5g/l (instead of 0.8g/l), and 0.2g/l for novice and professional drivers. The new law also extends police powers to allow for on-the-spot withdrawal of the driving licence in cases of the most serious drink driving and speeding offences.

Switzerland, for example, one of the best-performing countries in road safety, was able to cut road deaths by 29% over the last six years. “The main reason for this good result has been a better control of two of the main causes of accidents, speeding and drink driving,” says Stefan Siegrist from the Swiss Council for Accident Prevention. Both the number of drivers checked for speed and the number of drivers checked for alcohol doubled between 2000 and 2006. This increase in police enforcement has been backed up by a reduction in the legal BAC from 0.8 g/l to 0.5 g/l and an improved sanction regime for repeat offenders. The new Traffic Law, which came into effect on January 2005, also empowered the police to run random breath tests. 

With a 7% drop in deaths, Ireland and Spain recorded last year the biggest reductions. Italy and Hungary follow closely with 6% reduction.

In 2004, Spain adopted a strategic road safety plan for 2005-2008 aimed at 40% reduction in traffic deaths. A penalty point system was introduced in July 2006. Some 500 fixed radars were installed along the national road network. In December 2007, a reform of the Criminal Code was enacted which made drink driving (BAC above 1.2g/l), speeding (by more than 60km/h in urban areas or by more the 80km/h in interurban areas) and driving without licence criminal offenses. Besides increased enforcement, road safety authorities use the national media on a daily basis trying to raise the level of intolerance towards traffic offences among the public. The reduction in the number of deaths in the first months of 2008 may be the sign that these reforms are bearing fruit.

In Hungary penalties have been increased, and a drink driving “zero tolerance” policy was enacted under which drunk drivers see their license withdrawn immediately if caught. As a result of these and other measures Hungary has seen a 35.7% drop in road deaths in the first quarter of 2008.

Ireland’s efforts to reduce roads deaths were helped by the implementation of a comprehensive set of measures in the 2007-2012 Road Safety Strategic Plan. The last two years saw the introduction of random breath testing and tougher penalties for drink driving offences, with disqualification periods for drunk drivers now ranging from 1 to 6 years. To enforce this new legislation the number of full time police officers in the Traffic Corps has increased from 500 to 1,200 since 2004. Finally, this legislation has also been underlined by hard hitting mass media TV campaigns which have brought about a progressive cultural shift against drink driving, realization of its mortal impact and support for more severe penalties and lower BAC.
The 2nd Road Safety PIN Annual Report is available at

http://www.etsc.be/documents/copy_of_copy_of_2nd%20PIN%20Annual%20Report%202008.pdf
· Commission informs the Council on the implementation of EU Alcohol Strategy 

During the last Council meeting (Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer affairs) on 9 and 10 June 2008 the Commission presented a report on the progress in the implementation of the EU Strategy to Support Member States in reducing alcohol related harm. 
The note from the Commission can be found at:

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st09/st09752.en08.pdf
· European Parliament debates Commission’s proposal on General arrangements for excise duty

Procedure: Consultation

Draftsperson: Bill Newton Dunn (ALDE, UK)

Lead committee: ENVI

Rapporteur: Astrid Lulling (EPP-ED, LU)

Timetable:

*
26 June - deadline for tabling amendments

*
15 September - discussion of amendments

*
10 October - vote in committee

IMCO: Consideration of a draft opinion on General arrangements for excise duty

On the 24th of June the IMCO Committee (Internal market and consumer protection) debated the Commission’s proposal. The debate was limited with the draftsman suggesting that Romania and Greece be allowed to carry on having duty free shops at their borders, and recommending that regional airports also be allowed to sell duty free for passengers going via a National hub with a final destination being outside of the EU.  He argued that it was a valid argument given the necessity for regional economies.

Lechner (EPP-ED, DE) gave a rather confused speech that covered the pros and cons of such an approach.

Herczog (PES, HU) felt that the Commission's proposal was the way to go.

Ruhle (Greens/EFA, DE) argued that on this issue, full harmonisation was the best way forward.

No one else chose to take the floor, and the above timetable was confirmed.

Meeting documents

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2004_2009/organes/imco/imco_20080623_1500.htm

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=3D5605642
· Launch of EMCDDA “Best Practice Portal”

22 May 2008.  “Best Practice Portal” of the EMCDDA - website was launched. It is an amelioration of the existing EDDRA database (Exchange on Drug Demand Reduction Action). It is designed to meet the needs of professionals, policy-makers and researchers, offering them a range of tools and standards to improve the quality of interventions and highlight examples of evaluated practice across Europe. 
Also available are links to further information sources and a glossary of best-practice terms to guide the user through the portal. The portal is divided into four sections:
· Evidence of efficacy (published reviews); 

· Tools for evaluating practices (how to evaluate demand-reduction activities); 

· Standards and guidelines for the implementation of practices; and 

· EDDRA database
The database was adapted to the new quality criteria. It shows examples of evaluated practices which are real-life solutions to problems related to illicit drugs and polydruguse.
The portal responds to the current EU drugs action plan (2005-2008) which calls for the “effective dissemination of evaluated best practises”. 

http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/themes/best-practice 

	.…
	News from the WHO 


· WHO to develop a global strategy to reduce alcohol related harm

Geneva, 22 May 2008. The World Health Assembly
 has adopted a resolution calling on the WHO Director-General to prepare a draft global strategy to reduce harmful consumption of alcohol. 
The draft strategy is to be based on all available evidence and existing best practices and address relevant policy options, taking into account the different national, religious and cultural contexts. 

In preparing the draft, the Director-General is to collaborate and consult with the Member States as well as to consult with intergovernmental organisations, health professionals, NGOs and economic operators on ways they could contribute to reducing harmful use of alcohol. 

The resolution also urges the 193 Member States to collaborate with the WHO’s Secretariat in developing the draft strategy and to develop systems to monitor alcohol consumption, the consequences of that consumption and the policy responses to it.  It also urges them to consider strengthening national responses to reduce alcohol related harm.

The draft strategy will be discussed at the 63rd World Health Assembly in May 2010. 

The assistant Director-General for Non-communicable Diseases and Mental Health, Ala Alwan, clarified that all consultations with the economic operators and other stakeholders would comply with WHO rules for appropriate contact with such parties and would avoid conflicts of interest.
The passage of the resolution is the result of a long process, including a resolution in 2005, discussions without conclusion during the 60th WHA last year, informal WHO consultation with Member States and the passing of a draft resolution at the WHO Executive Board in January this year. The draft was proposed by Rwanda on behalf of the African Member States.
The debate at the World Health Assembly was long, with 36 Member States taking the floor to intervene. Most of them thanked the Director General and the Secretariat for the good work done and the report on strategies to reduce the harmful use of alcohol prepared by the Secretariat. Many countries had strong interests in the issue and the suspense was prolonged until the very end. 
According to the aforementioned report (A61/13) , which served as the background for the debate, harmful use of alcohol is one of the main factors contributing to premature deaths and avoidable disease burden worldwide; and has a major impact on public health.  Although there are regional, national and local differences in levels, patterns and context of drinking, in 2002 the harmful use of alcohol was estimated to cause about 2.3 million premature deaths worldwide (3.7% of global mortality) and to be responsible for 4.4% of the global burden of disease, even when the protective effects of low and moderate alcohol consumption on morbidity and mortality were taken into consideration.
The Global Alcohol Policy Alliance (GAPA) has welcomed the passing of the WHA resolution: "We are pleased that at last WHO has responded to the epidemic of alcohol problems that is increasing with growing alcohol consumption in all parts of the world. GAPA calls on WHO to develop a strong, evidence based global strategy to reduce these problems. We particularly note that the resolution properly distinguishes the roles of commercial and other participants in the development of the strategy and rejects WHO collaboration with the alcoholic beverage industry. GAPA looks forward to working with WHO and other civil society organisations in the important task before us." 
Further reading 

- Resolution EB122/10 from the WHO Executive Board which constituted the starting point for the discussion at the World Health Assembly 
http://www.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB122/B122_10-en.pdf
- Report by the Secretariat on Strategies to reduce the harmful use of alcohol
http://www.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/A61/A61_13-en.pdf
· WHO wants a ban on all tobacco advertising to protect youth

30 May, Geneva. The World Health Organization (WHO) has urged governments to protect the world's 1.8 billion young people by imposing a ban on all tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship.

The WHO call to action comes in advance of World No Tobacco Day, 31 May.

This year's campaign focuses on the multi-billion dollar efforts of tobacco companies to attract young people to its addictive products through sophisticated marketing.

Recent studies prove that the more young people are exposed to tobacco advertising, the more likely they are to start smoking. Despite this, only 5% of the world's population is covered by comprehensive bans on tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship. Tobacco companies, meanwhile, continue targeting young people by falsely associating use of tobacco products with qualities such as glamour, energy and sex appeal.

"A ban on all tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship is a powerful tool we can use to protect the world's youth," said WHO Director-General, Margaret Chan.
Since most people start smoking before the age of 18, tobacco companies market their products wherever youth can be easily accessed - in the movies, on the Internet, in fashion magazines and at music and sports venues. In a WHO world wide school-based study of 13-15 year-olds, more than 55% of students reported seeing advertisements for cigarettes on billboards in the previous month, while 20% owned an item with a cigarette brand logo on it.

But it is the developing world, home to more than 80% of the world's youth, which is most aggressively targeted by tobacco companies. Young women and girls are particularly at risk, with tobacco companies seeking to weaken cultural opposition to their products in countries where women have traditionally not used tobacco.

"The tobacco industry employs predatory marketing strategies to get young people hooked to their addictive drug," said Dr Douglas Bettcher, Director of WHO's Tobacco Free Initiative. "But comprehensive advertising bans do work, reducing tobacco consumption by up to 16% in countries that have already taken this legislative step."

"Half measures are not enough," added Dr Bettcher. "When one form of advertising is banned, the tobacco industry simply shifts its vast resources to another channel. We urge governments to impose a complete ban to break the tobacco marketing net," he said.

	.…
	News from the Member States


· UK - The Licensing Act is Ineffective and Costly

By the Institute of Alcohol Studies 

1 July 2008. A new study by the Local Government Association has found that the Licensing Act (2003) has not delivered the promised reductions in alcohol-related disorder and violence. Furthermore, council taxpayers have footed a bill of £100m for the introduction of the new system.
The survey by the Local Government Association (LGA) of councils, Primary Care Trusts and police authorities found that, whilst the new laws have been effective in simplifying and streamlining licensing laws, they have done nothing to reduce drink-related violence and have placed increased pressure on local services.
On a positive note, the report also concludes that the Act has had a positive effect in the way that public sector organisations work together, with three quarters of police authorities and PCTs saying they now work more closely than before on licensing issues.

The survey was conducted via telephone interview and sought the judgement of those working closely with alcohol issues; it did not seek to obtain objective data. To the question, “What overall effect do you think the Licensing Act 2003 has had on the level of alcohol-related incidents in your area?” PCTs were more likely to say that incidents had increased than decreased (29% vs. 18% of responses) whereas the police and councils were more likely to say that incidents had decreased (10% vs. 25% and 4% vs. 16%, respectively). However, the majority reported no change (57% overall, in addition to 10% who said that they didn’t know).
Of those who said that the Act had increased alcohol-related incidents, 86% of PCT respondents felt that it had put pressure on resources. There were too few police respondents to give meaningful results for this question. 94% of local authority respondents thought that their resources were more stretched, with none thinking they were less so.
In general, organizations felt that they worked more closely together since the introduction of the Act. This was particularly marked for the relationship between the police and local authorities.

To read the full report, click here.
· Germany - Increasing costs of risky alcohol consumption among young people 

By Walter Farke (DHS)
Last year, 1822 alcohol intoxicated people under the age of 20 were admitted in hospitals in Germany. 962 cases of intoxicated young people under 20 were registered in 2003 in comparison to 2007. The number of cases has doubled over the last five years. 

One and half days’ hospital stay for the treatment of alcohol intoxicated young people was estimated by the German health insurance company Techniker Krankenkasse (TKK),  to cost, on average, €540  per person per stay.

The total costs for the treatment of intoxicated young people under 20 were  €. 908,000.00 

The reasons for the increase of alcohol intoxication rates among this age group are the increasing frequency of binge drinking and other drinking patterns of excessive alcohol consumption. Apart from the long-term health risks of these drinking habits for young people, the enormous rise of costs for the treatment of the alcohol intoxication alarmed the health insurance companies as well as public health experts.

It is necessary to enforce existing laws to protect young people against the short and long-term harms done by alcohol. This also means restrictions on alcohol sales and alcohol advertising as well as sponsoring. Higher prizes on all alcoholic beverages are also an effective measure to curb increasing alcohol consumption rates among young people.     
· Scotland - Government confirms proposals for minimum pricing 

17 June 2008. The Scottish government has confirmed plans to introduce a minimum price on a unit of alcohol and ban loss-leading promotions. The government is also proposing to raise the minimum age for buying alcohol in the off-trade from 18 to 21. 

Other plans to be consulted on include a “social responsibility” charge on pubs and supermarkets to “help pay for the consequences of alcohol misuse”. 

However the consultation document says small businesses “where the sale of alcohol is incidental to the main purpose of the business” should escape the levy. 

Plans for alcohol-only checkouts in large supermarkets and off-licences are also included. 

Nicola Sturgeon, Cabinet Secretary for health and wellbeing, said: “Setting a minimum price for a unit of alcohol will mean price better reflects the strength of alcoholic drinks. This will end the heavy discounting which allows strong drink to be sold cheaper than bottled water.”

Justice Secretary Kenny MacAskill said: “Alcohol is part of Scottish culture, 

and we value the contribution of the industry to our economy and national life, but we've got our drinking out of kilter. 

“It's not the drink, it's how we're drinking it. I believe these proposals will help us build on the changes brought in by the Licensing Act, such as ending happy hours in pubs and clubs and bringing in separate display areas for alcohol.” 

The government said it expects many of the measures to become law to coincide with the new Licensing Act coming into force on September 1 next year. 

	.…
	Updates from the Alcohol and Health Forum


· Science Group
Commission Services have drafted a Task Request for the Science Group of the Forum, regarding scientific advice on "The impact of marketing communication on the volume and patterns of consumption of alcoholic beverages, especially by young people".

Members of the Forum have been invited to send comments on this request, which should be formally published soon.

The Science Group has a mandate to: 
- provide scientific guidance to the members of the European Alcohol and Health Forum

- offer guidance on monitoring/evaluation and, on the basis of output from monitoring, as to areas where action by Forum members would have potential for reducing alcohol-related harm, and the forms of action

- provide in-depth analyses of key issues identified by the European Alcohol and Health Forum.
The Full list of experts of the Science Group can be found here: http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/alcohol/Forum/alcohol_science_group_en.htm 
· Task Force Meetings

The meeting of the Marketing Communications Task Force shall take place in Brussels, on Wednesday 16th July 2008.

The meeting of the Youth- Specific Aspects of Alcohol, due to take place in Luxembourg on 9th July 2008 has been postponed; a new date has not been confirmed.
Reminder: The next Plenary Session of the Forum will be held on 13th November 2008
· Commitment Monitoring Workshop

On 3rd June 2008, selected Members of the Forum were invited to participate in a Monitoring Workshop, to discuss the way forward, including a session on exchange of practice with the EU Platform on Diet, Physical Activity and Health. 


The monitoring of the commitments is a challenge for all organisations. One of the main points being that monitoring is not about discussing if you like or approve of the commitment or not, but rather try to be as objective as possible and ask: has the organisation done what they said they would do? 
The monitoring process should include the following four principles:

 Relevance - What do you think you're doing, what is the aim of you're commitments, to help ten people or to help ten thousand people?


Objective - what is your objective? to sell more, to help?


Inputs - How much time? how much effort? how much money has gone into the commitment?


Outputs - what is coming out of this? it is not necessary to show the ultimate goal, or overarching benefit, but progress reports, data, quantitative measurements to show progress are necessary (outputs are different from outcomes as they are more easily measurable)

Presentations made by speakers are available on the DG Sanco Website:

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/alcohol/Forum/alcohol_forum_en.htm
· EU Platform for Action on Diet, Physical Activity and Health - annual report

9 May 2008. The EU Platform for Action on Diet, Physical Activity and Health has released its 2008 Annual report which presents the 2007 activities and achievements of the Platform, and also examines how successfully the Platform's members are monitoring the Platform's progress 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/nutrition/platform/platform_en.htm
	.…
	The Alcohol Industry 


· Drinks industry supplanting government role in alcohol policies in Sub-Saharan Africa

The drinks industry has usurped the role of the national governments and drafted the national alcohol strategies of several Sub-Saharan countries
 with the aim of safeguarding its own economic interests. 

The drafts that have been reviewed by Forut (Campaign for Development and Solidarity), advance the interests of SABMiller, Carlsberg and other multinational alcohol producers, rather than containing effective strategies to protect public health.

The representatives of Forut suspect that these are merely an attempt to pre-empt governmental action and, in particular, to head off the impact of the WHA resolution on a global alcohol strategy, approved last 22 May. 

The International Centre for Alcohol Policies (ICAP), backed by SABMiller, Carlsberg and other drinks companies, seems to be behind this regional effort in Southern Africa.

The policy drafts ignore the international evidence base on alcohol prevention developed by independent alcohol researchers working for the World Health Organization.

Indeed, industry proposals fail to adopt a public health approach to alcohol related problems. They put the blame on the drinkers and give priority to interventions that target individual ‘problem drinkers’.

The text of the strategies lays emphasis on the acceptability of alcohol consumption and on the economic role of the alcohol industry, rather than public health and safety considerations.

The policies promote self-regulation at the expense of government regulation of marketing and advertising of alcoholic beverages.

The proposed policies would inappropriately enshrine “active participation of all levels of the beverage alcohol industry as a key partner in the policy formulation and implementation process.”

The ICAP proposals are clearly not specifically tailored to the situation in the individual countries, or the Sub-Saharan region as a whole; in fact, they fail to recognize the special needs of the developing world.

The various draft policies are virtual carbon copies of each other.

The industry documents propose laudable, but resource intensive, interventions related to education, information, treatment etc, without taking into account the health, police and education costs of implementing those interventions.

Contrary to industry claims, the proposed policies are not the result of broad national consultative processes; rather, they represent a “one size fits all” formula created by and for the alcoholic-beverage industry.

More information: 
FORUT – Campaign for Development and Solidarity, Norway
Øystein Bakke (mobile) + 47 416 22 135, Dag Endal (mobile) +47 911 84 388

E-mail: dag.endal@forut.no or oystein.bakke@forut.no
http://www.add-resources.org/drinks-industry-supplanting-government-role-in-alcohol-policies-in-sub-saharan-africa.4484341-76188.html
	.…
	Updates from the Building Capacity Project 


· Alcohol Policy Conference in Bulgaria

By Walter Farke

The first Bulgarian conference on alcohol policy took place in Sofia on the 9th June 2008. The conference was organised as part of the Building Capacity project by the Bulgarian member of Eurocare and the APN, Horizonti 21. 

The conference brought together sixty representatives from governmental and non-governmental organisations; it marked the beginning of an effort to build up a national network on alcohol policy in Bulgaria. 

The journalists present at the press conference that preceded the event, showed a special interest in the data about alcohol consumption and alcohol related harm in Bulgaria. 

During the conference Mrs. Gabriele Bartsch and Mr. Walter Farke (DHS) highlighted the importance of the role of civil society in the development and implementation of alcohol policies and presented the elements of an effective alcohol strategy. Ms. Ruth Ruiz (Eurocare) gave an overview of EU Alcohol policy and spoke about the role of Eurocare. Mr. Malen Malenov (Horizonti 21) presented the results of the ELSA project. The picture was completed by presentations of national data and ESPAD data by Mr. Momchil Vassilev (National Focal Point of Drug and Drug Addiction) as well as data of alcohol related road accidents presented by Mr. Krassimir Kostov (National Police Department). 
The following day Horizonti 21 organised a meeting for NGOs and representatives of public and governmental institutions. One representative from the Bulgarian Brewers Association was also invited because the brewers are involved in the development of the national alcohol strategy. The discussion during this meeting was focussed on a draft of the conference conclusions on effective alcohol policy. The discussion was very constructive and identified, amongst other things, the deficits in communication and cooperation between NGOs and the Government. At the end of the meeting the representatives from Eurocare and DHS emphasised the importance of setting up a network of NGOs and public health experts working together on alcohol policy matters. However they felt that that such network should be independent from the alcohol industry, given the wide discrepancies in objectives. Nevertheless it can be helpful to support the communication between all stakeholders under the chairmanship of the government (e.g. Ministry of Health). 

Outlook

Horizonti 21 has planned further national network meetings. The continuation of this process depends now on the motivation and resources of the interested organisations. It is very positive that NGOs which are not directly linked to alcohol issue are now involved in such a process. At the end of 2009 the outcome of this initiative will be evaluated. First results will be presented during the Stockholm Conference in 2009. 
	.…
	Upcoming Events 


· World Forum Against Drugs Conference, 8-10 Stockholm,  September
This conference will focus mainly on narcotics, bringing together people who work against drug use at the grassroots level.  It will also involve well-known speakers and government officials.
Lecturers and participants will be coming from every continent and almost 50 countries. 
Further information about the conference can be found at http://www.wfad08.org/  

To register go to: https://participants.congrex.com/scripts/JMEvent/Registration.asp?Client_Id='CXST'&Project_Id='08090868'&Form_Id=1&Form_Number=1&Stand_Id=0&A=&Language_Code
· European ECAT Conference: “Empower the Community in response to Alcohol Threats,” Friday 24 October 2009

VAD and ECAT network are hosting this conference in line with their mission to enhance the effectiveness of local alcohol prevention campaigns.  By establishing guidelines for local campaigns, assessing varying local situations to develop specific actions and prevention strategies and evaluating the reach and viability of those local campaigns, the ECAT project combines principle and practice in the hopes of reducing the threat of alcohol to local communities throughout Great Britain, Germany, Austria, Slovenia, Italy and Belgium.

The conference will take place in Flemish Parliament, Leuvenseweg 86, 1000 Brussels, Belgium on Friday, 24 October 2008, beginning at 9:30 am.  It is open to everyone and the admission fee is 35 euro.  Every participant will receive a copy of the ECAT manual for further elucidation of the project’s scheme.

For further information, contact Johan Rosiers (VAD) at johan.rosiers@vad.be or +32 2 423 03 58.  An official registration form and invitation will be sent out to participants at the end of June, detailing the names of speakers and information regarding accommodation close to the conference.
Published by the Eurocare Secretariat.
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� The World Health Assembly (WHA) is the supreme decision-making body for World Health Organisation (WHO). It meets once a year and is attended by delegations from all of WHO's 192 Member States. Its main function is to determine the policies of the Organization. It also appoints the Director-General and supervises the financial policies of the Organization.


� Malawi, Uganda, Lesotho, Ghana, Swaziland, Namibia, Botswana, South Africa, Zambia and possibly other countries.
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